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Orrery most of the bad. M'Leod asked, if it was not wron-in Orrery to expose the defects of a man with whom he lived in intimacy. JOHNSON. 'Why no, Sir, after the man is dead; for then it is done historically1.' He added 'If Lord Orrery had been rich, he would have been a very liberal patron. His conversation was like his writings, neat and elegant, but without strength. He grasped at more than his abilities could reach; tried to pass for a better talker, a better writer, and a better thinker than he was3. There was a quarrel between him and his father, in which his father was to blame; because it arose from the son's not allowing his wife to keep company with his father's mistress. The old lord shewed his resentment in his will3,—leaving his library from his son, and assigning, as his reason, that he could not make use of it.'
I mentioned the affectation of Orrery, in ending all his letters on the Life of Swift in studied varieties of phrase', and never in the common mode of '/ am,' &c., an observation which I remember to have been made several years ago by old Mr. Sheridan. This species of affectation in writing, as
1 Sec ante, i. 9, and iii. 175. " Sec ante, ii. 148, and iii. 208.
3 The young lord was married on the 8th of May, 1728, and the father's will is dated the 6th of Nov. following. ' Having,' says the testator, 'never observed that my son hath showed much taste or inclination, either for the entertainment or knowledge which study and learning afford, I give and bequeath all my books and mathematical instruments [with certain exceptions] to Christchurch College, in Ox-Cord.' CHOICER.
1 His Life of Swift is written in the form of Letters to his Son, the lion. Hamilton Boyle. The fifteenth Letter, in which he finishes his criticism of Gulliver's Travels, affords a good instance of this ' studied variety of phrase.' ' I may finish my letter,' he writes,' especially as the conclusion of it naturally turns my thoughts from Yahoos to one of the dearest pledges I have upon earth, yourself, to whom I am a most                                       ' Affectionate Father,
• ORRERY.'
See ante, i. 320-329, for Johnson's letters to Thomas Warton, many of which end ' in studied varieties of phrase.'
a foreignfth carl, John.   See ante, i. 214, and iii. 283.
